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DEPARTMENT CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Girstmas 1s for children of all ages; and as for quality of ''children,'' the De- 
partment can scarcely be surpassed. On the afternoon of December 5, the Agricul- 
tural Engineering Building was visited by Santa much to the delight of some 200 
staff members, students, their families, and friends. Room 240 was transformed 
into a veritable fairyland. A committee of six staff wives under the leadership 
of Mrs. Miriam Olver was responsible for the party. She was assisted by the Mrs. 
Dot Hunt, Donna Lembke, Myrtle Shove, Jean Siemens, and Theresa Walker. 
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Five of the younger set. (L-R) Tammie And here a range of ages enjoyed the 
Walker, Stephen Walker, Billy Bauling, festivities. (L-R) Professor Emeritus 
Brian Nave, and Andrew Nave. Harold H. Beaty; Mrs. Elbert Dickey with 


Julie; Mrs. Frances King, sister of 
Mrs. Frank Andrew; Mrs. Paul Bateman; 
and Professor Emeritus Ray I. Shawl. 


STAFF NEWS 


Dr. Donald L. Day and Professor Donald G. Jedele have been awarded Certificates 
of Achievement by the Environmental Sciences Committee, South Great Plains Re- 
gion, for their outstanding work in the area of livestock waste management. The 
Committee is composed of Cooperative Extension Service personnel and cattlemen 
from the Great Plains. The certificates were routed through and presented by 
Director Glenn W. Salisbury, Illinois Agricultural Experiment Station. Profes- 
sor Jedele was specifically cited for his authorship of the circular Livestock 
Waste Management in a Qualtty Envtronment and Dr. Day for the bulletin, Aerobtec 
Treatment of Livestock Waste. According to the Committee, the certificates des- 
ignate those receiving them as among the top 10 percent of the people in their 
fields in contributions to the area of feedlot manure management. 
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The front cover of the Wisconsin Agriculturist, November 9, 1974, pictured the 
work of Dr. Gene Shove and Professor Marshall Finner, University of Wisconsin 
agricultural engineering counterpart, in their cooperative research designed to 
harness solar energy for drying grain. The Department first heated a swine far- 
rowing house with solar energy in 1964, and has since experimented with several 
other solar-heated structures. But until recently, the extra costs of construct- 
ing solar collectors and the allied distribution system were not offset by the 
savings in heating fuel. 


In Newsletter No. 4, mention was made of Professor Hoyle B. Puckett's participa- 
tion at the Plovdir International Trade Fair in Bulgaria. Hoyle served as Live- 
stock Mechanization Specialist, U.S. Information Agency. In the photograph he 

is shown describing the exhibit to the United States Ambassador to Bulgaria, The 
Honorable Martin F. Herz. On the tar left.is Mrs gHerzjand Mrs. Pucket tise suadas 
ing between the Ambassador and her husband. The exhibit was based on results of 
cooperative research between the Department, the Illinois Agricultural Experiment 
Station and the Agricultural Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 


Members of the Department staff serve on a number of campus-wide boards and com- 
mittees. Mr. Douglas B. Bauling '64 is a member of the committee concerned with 
the discharge of hazardous materials and these additional committees: Environ- 
mental Health and Safety; Facilities Planning; and the Committee on Transporta- 
tion and Traffic. Dr. R.F. Espenschied serves as chairman of the Committee on 
Environmental Health and Safety. Professor J.a. Weber '42 is a member of the 
U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Laboratory Liaison Committee, and 
Professor A.J. Muehling '50 serves as a member of the Advisory Committee on Nat- 
ural Disaster and Civil Defense. 
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The staff of the Department is a concerned group. In the recent United Fund Drive, 
the goal assigned the Department was exceeded by 24 percent. 


Julie Leanne Dickey made her appearance on October 15, 1974. She is the daughter 
of Elbert, '70 and '74, and Peggy Dickey. Elbert is a full-time graduate research 
assistant and Peggy is a former member of the secretarial group in the front office. 


ALUMNI NEWS 


In early December, David C. Ralston '52 was transferred to the Washington, D.C. 
Office of the Soil Conservation Service, where he will serve as Soil Engineer in 
the Engineering Division. He was formerly an Engineer in the Design Section, En- 
gineering and Watershed Planning Unit, SCS, Portland, Oregon. David will be on 
the staff of Neil F. Bogner '50. Also serving in the Washington SCS Office is 
J.W. Haas '53. 


William S. "Bill" Edwards, '70 and '72, continues his work in the Plant Engineer- 
ing Department, Caterpillar Tractor Company. In August, 1973, he was married. 
Mrs. Edwards is currently the Extension Adviser, Home Economics for Peoria County. 


Christmas greetings form Dr. and Mrs. william W. Brixius '73 brought news of the 
arrival of their first child, Nathan, on September 13. The Brixius Family re- 
ceives mail at R.R. 1, Coal Valley, Illinois 61240. 


Dr. Howard Dunlap '69 and his four ladies--Susie, Kellie, Kristen, and Heather-- 
have a new home at 721 W. Teton, Peoria, Illinois 61614. Howard continues his 
assignment with the Caterpillar Tractor Company. 


R.W. Schneider, '72 and '73 and Mrs. Schneider (Connie) announce the arrival of 
Eric on June 13. Clint is now five years old. In addition to his assignment as 
a tractor power-train design engineer for Allis-Chalmers, Ron is president of his 
Jaycee Chapter and financial secretary of his church. The Schneider Family lives 
at 514 Lincoln Street, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 53066. 


Dr. Lester Thompson '65 and Mary sent greetings from their home at 2112 Clark 
Avenue, Ames, Iowa 50010. In May, 1975, Mary will complete the requirements for 
the Bachelor of Science Degree in Industrial Relations at Iowa State University. 


Kay Whitlock '70 is now an engineer with the Bureau of Soil and Water Conservation, 
Illinois Department of Agriculture. Her duties center in three areas: determining 
cost-agricultural benefit ratios in proposed flood-control projects; preparing ero- 
sion and sediment-control regulations; and providing engineering assistance to 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts. 


Dr. Roscoe L. Pershing '66 has a new assignment with Deere and Company. He is 
responsible for the repair parts supply and distribution in the European market. 
Dr. and Mrs. Pershing recently returned from a tour of the countries of Europe 
where Deere is active. 
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R.W. Curry, '65 and '70, recently returned from a trip to France and South Africa, 
where he was concerned with studying planters. Roger is Division Engineer for 
Planters, Deere Plow and Planter Works. 


Louie Trapp, Ag. Mech '73, is a field representative for a farm equipment supply 
house in southern Florida. His address is 1530 N.E. 130th Street, No. 7, North 
Miami, 33161. While at the University, Louie's home was inthe Paris, Illinois, area. 
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Dean L. Bogner '73 has accepted a position as associate engineer, Scraper and 
Grader Section, Design, Group, Fiat-Allis Company, Springfield, Illinois. 


Major Ralph K. Gee '59, United States Air Force, has forwarded his current ad- 
dress: 1004 N. Yale Drive, O'Fallon, Illinois 62269. 


Dr. E.J. Monke, '51 and '53 is the editor of the Proceedings of the Third Inter- 
national Seminar for Hydrology Professors, held at Purdue University in July, 
1971. The proceedings are entitled Btologtcal Effects in the Hydrological Cycle, 
and are described as a United States Contribution to the International Hydro- 
logical Decade. Dr. Monke is a professor of agricultural engineering at Purdue 
University. 


Donald Tate, '70 and '71, and Sharon are living in their new home at 210 East 
South Fourth in Stewardson, Illinois 62463. They have something else new-- 
a baby girl, born August 9 and named Jennifer Lea. Don is Vice President of 
Tate Farm Equipment, Inc. in Stewardson, and is responsible for sales and 
Service. 


FROM THE NEWSLETTER FOLDER 


The following paragraph is taken from a Christmas letter written by an agricul- 
tural engineering student, Class of 1970, to one of his former professors: 


I never did care much for those lab reports you were such a nut about. 
I felt sincerely that they were a certain amount of busy work. I have 
Since changed my mind; I have had to write several reports and letters 
where I have found the report writing experience invaluable. One of 
the best ways to learn to write reports is to write reports and write 
reports and:write reports. Once a person gets to a place at work where 
a report is needed, he does not always have the opportunity to have 
someone there to offer constructive criticism until the report is pre- 
sented. Then it is too late to learn that it was a 'bomb.' Perhaps, 
for some people's work writing reports may not be as important, but 

it turned out to be valuable to me. If this should stir you to have 
your students write more reports, I can only say I am glad I am not 
there now. 


Tobi Knutsson, a former student in the College of Agriculture, sent Christmas 
greetings from his native Sweden. He adopted, the Department as his academic 

home while his wife was a graduate student on a fellowship in the Department of 
Animal Science. Tobi describes the days in Sweden as ''very short right now be- 
cause of the darkness. We haven't had very much snow yet but an awful lot of 
rain. We long for the snow because it lightens up the darkness."' Both Tobi and 
Mrs. Knutsson are teaching at the Agricultural College at Uppsala. Their address 
is Linrepevagen 30, 752-48 Uppsala, Sweden. 


May 1975 be a wonderful year for Illini Agricultural Engineers, their families 


and friends everywhere. . 


Frank B. Lanham 
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